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Our Mission

Provide reasonable assurance to boards of 

accountancy that candidates who pass the CPA 

Exam possess the level of technical knowledge 

and the skills necessary for initial licensure to 

protect the public interest
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Newly Licensed – Eligibility

*Certain states require a separate ethics assessment in addition to what is tested on the CPA Exam.
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A Collaborative Effort
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AICPA is responsible for the 

development and scoring of a valid, 

legally defensible examination

Prometric is responsible for the 

delivery of the Exam to approved 

test centers, scheduling test 

appointments, test administration 

and the return of results to the 

AICPA for scoring

NASBA, the association 

for boards of accountancy, provides 

additional services on its own and 

through its subsidiary, CPAES

State Boards are the licensing body 

and the exam helps them meet their 

regulatory responsibilities
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Practice Analysis

5



American Institute of CPAs® The Uniform CPA Examination™ 66

Exam Through the Years

2004

Paper / Pencil Conversion

2008 - 2011

CBT-e

2014 - 2017

Next Version
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Why a Practice Analysis?

What do we test?
and

How do we test it?

Ensures relevancy with

the profession
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Research Project Timeline
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Critical thinking, 

problem solving, 

analytical ability

and professional 

skepticism

Content knowledge is 

the key to protecting 

the public interest –

but alone it is not 

enough

Effective 

communication 

skills

Well-developed 

research skills

Ethics and 

professional 

responsibilities

What We Learned

A strong 

understanding of 

the business 

environment and 

processes

9



American Institute of CPAs®

Exposure Draft
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Contains our proposal 

for the next version of 

the CPA Exam

Proposal was informed 

by the input of 

thousands of 

stakeholders

Blueprints, structure, 

design and 

administration outlined 

in detail

Exposure Draft
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600+ discrete comments

90 responses (groups/individuals)

Under review by AICPA and Board of Examiners

Exposure Draft Feedback
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Proposed Next Exam Highlights
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Maintain the sections

Enhance higher order skills assessment

Reallocate skill / content

Introduce in-depth blueprints

Increase task-based simulations

Test writing separately
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Uniform CPA Exam

Remember and 

Understand

Application

Analysis

Evaluation

AUD BEC FAR REG

4 hours

MCQs

TBSs

4 hours

MCQs

TBSs

Written

4 hours

MCQs

TBSs

4 hours

MCQs

TBSs

Remember and 

Understand

Application

Analysis

Remember and 

Understand

Application

Analysis

Remember and 

Understand

Application

Analysis
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Higher Order Skills

& Blueprints
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Leveling of Skills

Perception and comprehension of knowledge

Evaluation

Analysis

Application

Remembering and 

Understanding

Examination and use of judgment to draw 

conclusions

Identification of relationships to determine 

causes and evidence supporting inferences 

Demonstration of knowledge
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Skill Allocation - Next Exam

Financial Accounting 

and Reporting (FAR)

Business Environment 

and Concepts (BEC)

50%

Remembering and 

Understanding

50%

Application

50%

Remembering and 

Understanding

50%

Application

50%

Remembering and 

Understanding

50%

Application

50%

Remembering and 

Understanding

50%

Application

30 - 40%

Remembering and 

Understanding

30 - 40%

Application

15 - 25%

Analysis

5 - 15%

Evaluation

10 - 20%

Remembering and 

Understanding

50 - 60%

Application

25 - 35%

Analysis

15 - 25%

Remembering and 

Understanding

50 - 60%

Application

20 - 30%

Analysis

25 - 35%

Remembering and 

Understanding

35 - 45%

Application

25 - 35%

Analysis

Increased assessment of higher order skills

Regulation (REG) Audit and Attestation 

(AUD)
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Observe and conclude physical inventory

Calculate inventory balances and prepare 

journal entries

Interpret agreements, contracts and/or other 

supporting documentation to determine amount 

and timing of revenue to be recognized in the 

financial statements

Conclude on the sufficiency and 

appropriateness of evidence obtained

Increased Assessment of

Higher Order Skills
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Content/Skill Specification Outlines
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New Simulation Type
July 2016
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Document Review Simulation (DRS)
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“I thought the simulations were 

very representative of real-world 

examples.”

“The simulations were closer to 

real-life scenarios and I find that 

really great.”

“I believe the AICPA is 

moving in the right 

direction with these task-

based simulations.”

Field Testing Responses
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Test Administration Model
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Short-Term Reduce black-out months

Long-Term

Allow re-testing within a window

Revisit 18 months to pass 4 sections

Other candidate convenience options?

Test Administration Model 
(proposed changes)

NOTE: All changes must be approved by NASBA, 

AICPA, Prometric, State Boards, and may require State 

Board rules or legislation changes, and UAA changes 

and approval.
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Next Steps
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Key Dates to Remember

April 2016 April 2017

AICPA announces 

the details of the 

next version of the 

CPA Exam

Next version of the 

CPA Exam debuts
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Continued dialogue with:

• Firms

• Regulators

• Educators

Ongoing research

Enhanced candidate convenience

2017 & Beyond
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Resources for Students
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www.thiswaytocpa.com
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http://www.thiswaytocpa.com/
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www.aicpa.org/cpaexam

*Updated sample tests as of mid-December 2015

Uniform CPA Exam Resources
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http://www.aicpa.org/cpaexam
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